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HAPPY EASTER

Our thanks to Larvy Brandon from “Brandon Funeral Home” for his

generous and continuous sponsorship of our monthly “Messenger”




The Mission of Holy Trinity is to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ through the Orthodox Christian Faith.
SundayChurch Services
HE MESSENGER
Divine Liturgy, 10:00 am
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What a Great God!!!!

Christcame into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday as the OPr i lnwreledof
into triumphant processions into cities. These spectacles were full of pomp and power and it involved leaders riding in chariots, and soldiers on
horses. But when Christ entered Jerusalem, there was no power, no pomp, and no other external sign of magnificence.

Christ came into Jerusalem riding on a donkey with Galilean Fishermen. Jesus came into Jerusalem nearing the end of His earthly ministry, and at a
time when the atmosphere in the City was mixed. Some people were full of hope and enthusiasm, and some had feelings of disbelief and hostility.
Many Jewish people at the time were expecting a Political Messiah, a person who would deliver them up against the oppressive Roman government.
At the time, Jesus was performing many miracles and the people were expecting more. However, the crowd who came to with € S S Jesu
this day was enthusiastic, warm, and joyous. When He entered into Jerusalem, people were waving Palms along the streets and they were shouting,
OHosanna! Blessed is He who comes alenf] webvithes thalat Bugper With His tishipdes asL ¢
well as His struggles in the Garden of Gethsemane. Christ was later arrested, tried by Jewish and Roman leaders, and then led to the cross as He
suffered a most torturous death. But His death was not in vain, because He rose from the dead. We have been celebrating His resurrection ever

since.

Holy Paschas the greatest feast for all Orthodox Christians around the world. Our church i s considered
The resurrection of Christ is the miracle of miracles. It is the affirmation of our redemption. It is the victory of our Lord over evil and death. His
resurrection should also be an example for us to resurrect ourselves from spiritual death and apathy and to come alive and become vibrant with
spiritual fire. Our souls should resurrect with celebration due to the bright radiance of the Holy Spirit. With Christos res
imprisonment of death have been broken forever and He has liberated us from the depths of despair and death. St. Paul emphasized the fact that
without the belief of the resurrection, there is no Christianity. He s a i d, ol f Chri st has not been
V a i The redirrection means for us that death is not the end but the beginning.

Chr irsetstusr recti on gives us hope over despair, | Oy u@rdtenlcan S
be paralleled to the Book of Exodus when the Hebrews left the bondage of slavery by the Egyptians. If we have faith, so can we exit the bondage of
sin and death to find a new life with our Savior, Jesus Christ in Paradise.

As Eastetpproaches, we should consider a good and healthy prayerful attitudleanda wWar eness o0 f Christds re
presence every single day. We should call upon Him and ask Him to help us. Easter is a time for us to evaluate our commitments and our priorities

in life. Do we really want the life of Christ in our lives as well as in the lives of our children? Do we want the church to be an integral part of our

lives? Then we must live it! It is time for us to be willing to share our feelings and appreciation to God for granting us His only Begotten Son Who
saved us from evil and death.

Easter is a time to rejoice, to sing and to embrace cach other with love and compassion. Let us begin a new life, let us love those who hate us, let us
forgive those who have wronged us, and let us sing songs of praise and gloryl 0 Ch r i st 0 T rsu IRy s ld@riltid Bisen Rdm shedand, 0
by death trampling upon death, and to those in the tombs granting life! As He entered Jerusalem, let the Prince of Peace enter your hearts
today!!!........ Father Paul




OFFICE HOURS: Kiki Karamanos:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 10:00 arh:00pm.

Father Paul may be seen by appointment.

Please call the office or the Parish Council President
to schedule an appointment or for emergencies.

NOTICE Please advise the Church office with regards to any

hospitalization of Parish members. Due to the confidentiality

laws, hospitals will not notify the Church.

Parish Council Officers:
President: Mr. Mike Nelson
Vice-President: Mr. Phil Stathas
Treasurer: Ms. Star Regopoulos
Asst. Treasurer: Mrs. Joanne Andertson
Secretary: Ms. Jossy Brack
Council Members

Mr. Greg Belleza

Mr. Greg Bourckas

Mr. John Gevrekakis

Mr. James Idaris

Mrs. Nikki Moorshead

Mr. John Roumas

Mrs. Loula Roumbakis

Organizational Heads

Chanters: Jim Woovis

Choir Director: Johna Gagne

Joy Director: Dee Gevrekakis

GOYA Director: Samir Elmasri
Philoptochos President: Effie Kosmidis
Stewardship Comm. Chairman: Phil Stathas.

Church Secretary: Kiki Karamanos

Book Store

Our book store cabinet at the foot of the stairs is filled with items
you may like to give as gifts for birthdays, Christmas or to get for
yourself. Please check out the icons, crosses, books, vigil lamps,
tapes and other items we have on display. You may find just the
thing you or someone you love needs for inspiration and spiritual
growth. See Star Regopoulos for assistance and to order items not
displayed. In addition, our Bookstore now has items from Holy
Protection Monastery for sale, including reproductions of the

myrrh-streaming Kardiotissa icon.

Message from the Parish Council President

Greetings Fellow Parishioners,

It has now been a month since I have transitioned into my new role as
Parish Council President and I would like to take an opportunity to
thank all of you for your
know but with the amazing help of the Council, Kiki, Father Paul and
other key members of the community, I am confident we will

continue on the right path.

This beautiful Lenten season should bring us all renewed focus on our
faith, families, Church and our Lord. With all of the struggles that life
throws our way we all must remember that Holy Trinity provides us
a spiritual home to come and pray so we can reflect on those
struggl es. For me personal

Over the last month the council has focused primarily on two things,
the physical building that is our church and what we hope to
accomplish in September with our annual festival. Thanks to Phil
Stathas, our Vice President, we have put together a sizable list of the
many items that are mandated by the city of Fitchburg for us to
address, and others that will make us all more comfortable and proud
of our beautiful building. In our next Messenger we will go into more
detail about our goals and provide you with information on how you
can help. Our goals are lofty, but if we come together nothing is

impossible.

As noted, we have spent considerable time talking about our 2018
festival. To date we have not had anyone volunteer to take over the
reigns as the festival chairperson. I certainly understand the hesitancy,
but also know that without the festival we will be forced to have
some difficult conversations. The Council and I have put together a
list of parishioners that I will be reaching out to over the next few
weeks to request their assistance primarily during the week leading
up to the event. Tentatively we are shooting for the weekend of
September 14 and 15 and will need much help in the week prior.
Without at least eight or ten parishioners willing to give us a whole
day of help, I am not confident in our ability to complete the tasks
necessary. Please consider contacting me to share your ideas and to

let me know you are here to provide any and all help necessary.

we |

I n closing, and most i mportan

like to wish you all a beautiful Lenten season and a most blessed
Pascha. We look very much forward to seeing and visiting with you

all over the coming weeks.
With Godds Bl essings,

Mike Nelson
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On the first hours of Easter
risend we crack red -whilgfgnss dur
a game-has the symbolism of resurrection and new life. The egg is

seen by followers of Christianity as a symbol of resurrection:

while being dormant it contains a new life sealed within it.

Easter eggs are dyed red to represent the blood of Christ, shed on
the Cross, and the hard shell of the egg symbolizes the sealed
Tomb of ChristAl the cracking of which symbolizes his

resurrection from the dead.

While the origin of Easter eggs can be explained in the symbolic
terms described above, a sacred tradition among followers of
Eastern Christianity says that Mary Magdalene was bringing
cooked eggs to share with the other women at the tomb of Jesus,
and the eggs in her basket miraculously turned brilliant red when
she saw the risen Christ. The egg represents the boulder of the

tomb of Jesus.

A different, but not necessarily conflicting legend concerns Mary
Magdal eneds efforts to spreeé
tradition, after the Ascension of Jesus, Mary went to the Emperor

of Rome and greeted dupbnme wi tf
pointed to an egg on his tat
risen than that egg is red. ¢
the egg immediately turned blood red.

The rules:
The game is called tsougrisma (U 0§ go o ) 9l ¢ U]

Greek) and it involves two players and red eggs.

Each player holds a red egg, and one taps the end of her/his egg
lightly against the end of t
crack the opponentds egg. Wl
uses the same end of her/his egg to try to crack the other end of

the opponentds egg.

] s ¢
) ? ) B é | K ¢



Memorial Contributions:

Olga Bartzokis $100.00
John Bozicas $110.00
Eleaine Karis $250.00
James A. Karis $50.00
Charles Kostopoulos $75.00
Dorothy Nikitas $265.00
Louis Nikitas $100.00
Tolos Family $100.00

Fellowship Coffee Hour
We would like to thank the following for sponsoring Sunday

Coffee Hours for February and March: Georgia Amanatidis,
Roumbakis and Poutous families, Sharlene and Elie Kotoch,
and Philoptochos Ladies, Loula Roumbakis and the gracious
. We need

more sponsors in order for our important Sunday social hour

person that donated the Fish Dinner for March 25™

to continue! Two to four friends can always get together and

sponsor it!

If you would like to sponsor a coffee hour without

the work, please donate $75.00 for goodies and clean
up. Contact the office before Sunday to make
arrangements. The Parish Council will do the rest .
Thank you.

Our apologies if we forget to st an announcement,

an event or mention someone. Please contact us and
wedl | be happy do so in t
Messenger.

If you want something to be included in the monthly
MESSENGER please send it to us by email no later
than the 20" of each manth!

Church Email:
holytrinityfitchburg@gmail.com

Philoptochos News

Hello everyone,

We wish everyone bl essi

continue our beautiful journey through Holy Lent.

We have a few busy weeks coming up. On Palm Sunday,
April 1%, we will start selling the TSOUREKIA (Easter
Breads) for $12.00 each and continue selling them during
Holy Week until they are gone.

We will be decorating the Epitaphion on Good Friday
beginning at 10:00AM until we finish. We need all the

ladies present. We will also appreciate some help from

our gentlemen and youth.

Pl ease join us for our
Midnight Service on Holy Saturday Night. If you would
like to bring a plate of food, feel free to do so.

T Z ¢ |

E- fHave a great Holy

s 4 ? |

SUNDAY, APRIL 22,2018
1:00 PM

h BOYLSTON STREET TO CHARLES STREET
CELEBRATION WITH GREEK MUSIC, DANCINGC AND FOOD AT THE
BOSTON COMMON IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE PARADE

Friday, April 20* Greek Independence Celebration at the Massachusetts State House
Saturday, April 217 Gala at the Cathedral Hall, 162 Goddard Avenue, Brookline - 6:30 pm

Crand Marshals: His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios of Boston; Honorable Mayor of Boston Martin Walsh

Please sign up if you are interesting in participating in this
annual parade so we can make transportation arrangements as

soon as possible.

n

STEWARDS AS OF MARCH, 2918

Anderson, Mr. Gregory
Anderson, Mrs. Joanne

f




Andrellos, Mr. John

Arsenault, Dennis and Patricia
Arsenault, Matthew
Arsenault, Ms. Kimberly
Awad, Mr. & Mrs. Bassem
Bebis, Fr. & Mrs. Paul

Bezas, Mr. & Mrs. Hristos
Bezas, Mr. Athanasios &lelissa
Bicoules, Ms. Voula

Bierfeldt, Mr. & Mrs. Michael
Bourekas, Gregory

Connery, Michael and Nikki
Eleftherio, Ms. Bessie

Fotakis, Mr. & Mrs. Elias
George, Mrs Pamela

Gervais, Jeffrey and Soula
Gevrekakis, Mrs. Efthalia
Glimenakis, Mr. &Mrs. William
Grammenos, Mr. & Mrs. William
Herr, Shawn and Katerina
Herrick, Mr. & Mrs. James
Hurtubise, Ms. Virginia
Kakavitsas, Mr. & Mrs. Nick
Kazogles, Mr. & Mrs. Stanley
Kiosses, MrJohn T.

Kopley, Mr Nicholas

Kotoch, Mr. & Mrs. Elie
Lambropoulos, Mrs. Barbara
Lamkin, Denise

Lanides, Mrs. Victoria
Lekaditis, Miss Athena
Lekaditis, Mr. & Mrs. Christos
Lekaditis, Mr. & Mrs. William
Lekaditis, Mr. Peter

Liatsis, Mr Craig

Michaelides, Mr. & Mrs. Paraskevas
Michaels, Mr. & Mrs.Peter
Michaels, Mr. Stephen
Michaels, Mrs Katherine
Nicholaou, George & Nora
Nousis, Mrs. Katherine
Pantazis, Costa & Sarah
Pappas, Mr. & Mrs. James
Pappas, Ms Joy

Pickering, Earl and Ann
Quarella, Mr. & Mrs. Michael
Regopoulos, Ms. Star
Rigopoulos, Mr. & Mrs. Peter
Robideau, Robert and Georgia

Rodriguez, Alexis & Rod
Sardelis, Mrs Elizabeth
Sawyer, Charles and Estelle
Stagios, Mr Thomas

Stathas, Adam

Stathas, Alexandra

Stathas, Melissa

Stathas, Mr. & Mrs. Phillip
Stathis, Mr. &Mrs. Ernest
Stathis, Ms. Pamela
Stefanakos, Mr. & Mrs. Theofanis
Theoharis, Mr. George
Thomaidis, Mr. & Mrs. George
Thomas, Mr. & Mrs. George
Tolos, Mr. & Mrs. Basil
Woovis, Mr. & Mrs. James

2018 DONORS OF SACRED ITEMS FOR EASTER &
HOLY WEEK

Father Paul Bebis & Family

Maria Bezas

Maria Briggs

Tom and Joanne Donnelly & Family
Mrs. Vasiliki Dragoslis

Litsa Haidousis

Kiki Karamanos

Harry and Nancy Karis

Barbara Lambropoulos

Irene Michaelides
Mike Nelson & Family

Mr. Steven Panagiotes

Philoptochos
Ann Pickering

Maracia Karis Pinault

Loula Roumbakis
Mrs. Maria Roumbakis

[immy and Margaret Woovis

EASTER DONATIONS AS OF MARCH 19, 2018

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Koules
Ange]iki & Darren Lanza
Earl & Ann Pickering

Youth News:



We think that somef ouryouthfrom thechurch
community might be interested in this!

The Metropolis of Boston
Presents

OLYMPIACOS
SOCCER CAMP

Summer 2018 -
Session 2
July 16- 22, 2018

What is MBC Olympiacos
Soccer Camp?

1 A unique opportunity for campers to
participate in a weelong, full-day
soccer clinicJed by the Olympiacos
organization the most successful and
popular Soccer Club in Greece!

1 Soccer Campers can expect to be
immersedn Soccer Clinics by dawys
well as theMBC Summer Camp
experience by nightincluding, cabin
life, chapel, meals and evening
activities

Altar Boys Schedule for April

Sunday, March 25th, 2018: 0 T h e
Matthew Bourekas, Dimitrios Fowler, Christos Gevrekakis, and

Alex Nelson.

Sunday, April Ist, 2018:0 Pal m Sunday.
Group. (All boys are invited to serve throughout our Holy Week

Services).

The

Sunday, April 8" 2018:0 Hos gh® a6

All are invited to serve._

Sunday, April 15th, 2018: 0The Th éBSaﬁerﬁ |
Schuster, Andreas Stefanakos, Tyler Witzgall, Maximos Pappas,
Frank Gallo, Nickolas Tolos, and Matthew Tolos.

Sunday, April 22" 2018:0 Thes E—ﬁslhza%ebis,é
Matthew Bourekas, Dimitrios Fowler, Christos Gevrekakis, and

Alex Nelson,

Sunday, April 29th, 2018: 0The Th éBSaﬁera |
Schuster, Andreas Stefanakos, Tyler Witzgall, Maximos Pappas,
Frank Gallo, Nickolas Tolos, and Matthew Tolos.

Parish Council on duty forApril

Sunday.March 258": Phil Stathas, Michael Nelson,
Greg Belleza, Jossy Brack.

Sunday,April 1*: ALL TEAMS.

Sunday April 8": ALL TEAMS.

Sunday. April 15": Joanne Anderson, Greg Bourekas,

Loula Roumbakis, John Roumas.

Sunday.April 22" John Gevrekakis, James Idaris,
Nikki Moorshead, Star Regopoulos.

Sunday. April 29" Phil Stathas, Michael Nelson, Greg
Belleza, Jossy Brack.

Parish Council News
Parish Council Minutes on file in the Church office.

Next Parish Council meeting will be on Tuesday April

3" after the evening service, in the church Hall.

Liturgical Schedulefor April

Sunday. March28:0 The Fi ft h
and the Annunciation of
Orthros, 9:00AMand Divine Liturgy, 10:00AM.0Fish
Dinner6 after Church.

E—Jpslhla@esis,i an s

o)

A
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on

Sunday

t h


https://www.metropolisofbostoncamp.org/summer.html

Wednesday, March 28 6 P +Sanctified Liturgy at Saturday, April 7thT The Evening Vigil begins at

Holy Trinity in Fitchburg followed by a Lenten 11:00PM. The Resurrection Service of our Lord begins
Dinner, 6 6:00PM. Father Di at12:00midnightfollowed by the Divine Liturgy of 5
from St. Spyridon will attend. Pascha. The Paschal Prayer of St. John Chrysostom

will be recited, and thedistribution of the Paschal
Red Eggs to the congregation following the servicé\
Paschal reception will follow in the Cultural Center.

W Please join us to break the fast with food, fun and
fellowship.

Saturday, March3*:0 The Saturday of
Divine Liturgy, 8:45AM. Please come to make Palms
for Palm Sunday. The Sunday School will sponsor a
oPan Cake Breakfast follo

Sunday, Aprilisto Pal m Sunday, 6 Ortt
and Divine Liturgy, 10:@AM. The Blessing and the
Distribution of Palms following Liturgy. Adult Altar

Boy Group is scheduled to serve.

Sunday, April8th o The Resurrection ¢
Agape,( |l ove) . 6 The Reading of
many languages. 11:00AM.

rSundav, April 15th0 The Sunday of St.
Orthros, 9:00AM and Divine Liturgy, 10:00AM

Sunday, Aprilistdo Pal m Sunday Eveni
of the Nymphios, 6:00PM.

Sunday, April 22nd, 2018'The Myrrh Bearing
Women," Orthros, 9:00AM and Divine Liturgy,
9:3AM.

Monday, April 2": ¢ fie Second Service of the
Nymphios, 6 6: 00PM.

Tuesday, April3rd:0 The Hymn of Kassi

Sunday, April 29th, 2018The Sunday of

Wednesday, April 4th:d Hol y Uncti on t o theParalytic,”Orthros, 9:00AM and Divine Liturgy,
4:00PM. 10:00AM.

Wednesday, April 4tho The Sacr ament o fDATESTOREMEMBER

Unction for the adults. o6 T . t ed
. , Greek SchoolBvery Tuesday at Holy Trinity, from
with Holy Oil for the Health of soul and body. y y y tnnty

7:00PM 5:00PM6:30PM. Please attend!!!! Our teachare
' ' ODi mi tra Di miMariaak alkhirsyo6s i aknodu

Thursday, April 5th:the Divine Liturgy and Holy
Communion, the institution of the Holy Eucharist.
7:00AM.

Saturday,March 31st Please come to make Palms for
Palm Sunday. The Sunday School will sponsor@a P a n
Cake Breakfast foll owing D

Thursday, April5th:0 The Service of tt
our Lord, the Twelve Gospel Readings, the Procession
of the Chri@&®WPMruci fied. 6

Friday, April 6th: The decoration of the Epitaphion by
the ladies and the young people ofur Church,
10:00AM.

Friday, April 6th:0 The Of fi ce of the N

8:45AM10:00AM. The decoration of the Epitaphion Sunday..April 22_' T GREES D= ER =T =
by the ladies and the young people of our Church, DAYA PARADE in Boston at 1:00 P.M.
10:00AM.

Saturday April 30th: HOPE LUNCHEON from NOON

Friday, April6th:T Ve s per s S e r-naiing e puntil 1:00PM. Sponsors and volunteers needed!

of Christ from the Cross, the Apokathils i s Ser vi
3:00PM.

Friday, April6th:0 The Lament ati ons, 6 the procession
and veneration of the Epitaphion, followed by the

distribution of sacred flowers to the congregation.

7:00PM.

Saturday, April 7th,,0 Th e-REseaer recti on Service, O
9:00AM. The Digtbution of Holy Communion.




